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‘This survey result suggests that for many genebanks there remains a gap 
between the perception of genebank managers and users in the major 
function of collections.’ 

Global Stratergy for ex-situ wheat  
resources (2006) 







PGR Networks 

UK 

www.ukpgrg.org www.grfa.org.uk 

European 

www.ecpgr.cgiar.org/ www.eurisco.ecpgr.org 



http://eurisco.ecpgr.org/ 





http://www.figstraitmine.org/ 







Germplasm Resources Unit 

BBSRC supported national capability  

Part of the International Network of Seed 
Banks 

 
‘Curating, characterising and promoting 

our resources to the wider Biosciences 
Community- enhancing scientific 

knowledge and helping to improve the 
crops of tomorrow’ 



Germplasm Resources Unit 

 
• Investment in the long term potential of 

the GRU 
• Ring-fenced funding 
• Direct dialogue with the Research Council 

coupled with directly accountability 
• New partnerships 
• Increased staff resources 
 
 

 
 

 

‘What does this translate into?’ 



Germplasm Resources Unit 
Externally recognised as an important UK 
land-based facility with collections of high 
international standing 

Home to the UK Small Grain Cereal 
collections and other major wheat 
germplasm resources 

The pea collection has been 
the international centre for 
mutant stocks since 1994 

Recently extended 
our remit to include 
curation of key 
Brassica napus 
resources co-
ordinated by PL’s at 
JIC 



Public Collections ‘Currency’ 

• BBSRC Small Grain Cereal Collections 
– Wheat      (   9400) 
– Barley      ( 10500) 
– Oats      (   3000) 

• Wild barley Collection    ( 13000) 
• Pisum Collection     (   3582) 
• Field Bean Collection    (     300) 

 
• Specialist Collections 
• Precise genetic stocks 
• Mapping populations (DHLs, RILs) 
• Near-isogenic lines 



Germplasm Resources Unit 

Roadmap 

• Web pages    * 
• Ontology based * 
  databases 
• Housekeeping         * 
• Community Initiatives * 
 

Radical 
Overhaul 

and 
Redesign of 
Web Pages 

GRU: LIMS 
and 

Barcoding 
systems 

 

Development 
of Ontology 

based 
Databases  

Community 
wheat 

meeting at 
JIC 

GRU 
Steering 

Committee 

Better QA 
And 

improved 
data 

availability 



‘Business approach’ 

• Assets and currencies 

• Market analysis and defining our ‘USP’ 

• Investment returns 

• Client base 

• Business plan and road map 

• Routes to market 

• Performance indicators 

• Brand awareness and marketing 

 



‘Market Breakdown’ 

Enquiry profile for the wheat Public Collections (2010-11) 

(61% Research, 10% Breeding, 29% Educational) 



‘Compound interest’ 

• Improving Quality Assurance 
 

• More data collection in field and lab 
 

• Increased in online availability 
   of data sets 

 

• Expansion of the UK co-ordination 
   role in small grain cereals 
 

• Redesign of website 
• More growing demonstrations 
    in collaboration with others 
 
Lead in developing community web resources  

 
 
 

 

Future Operational Objectives 



Preview of new web page 



Germplasm Resources Unit 
eNewsletters introduced in 2011  
  extended our outreach 
  brought in new subscribers 
  enhanced engagement and uptake 



Germplasm Resources Unit 
New for 2012: Information 
Resources  
              JIC Germplasm Channel 
  extended our outreach 
  Useful resources for the wider 
community 



Germplasm Resources Unit 

Thank you for your attention 
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